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10 Tips on How to Enhance any Urban 
Garden Space 

1. Start from the bottom up. Always use a good quality organic soil for indoor and outdoor 
pots and planters. Don't skimp, good drainage is essential for healthy plants. Replacing 
inferior quality soil can be costly and a hassle. 

2. If  you wait for your plants to give you a signal before you water, use plastic pots. If  you 
tend to overwater, use terra-cotta pots. Terra-cotta pots, absorb moisture and dry out 
quicker needing watering more often. About every 2 days outdoors. 

3. Indoor plants miss out on nutrients from not being outside, in the elements. Add a few 
drops of  plant food each time you water to replenish nutrients. 

4. Growing from seed is 1/10 of  the cost of  buying plants from a nursery. The savings can 
really add up. It's also a good way to grow plants you like or need, that are not always 
available in commercial stores. 

5. To keep a garden looking current and colorful add some ornamental annuals at the 
beginning of  each season. For example, Pansies in spring, Begonias in summer, cyclamen 
in the fall and cabbages and kales for the winter. 

6. Not all weeds are bad. Weeds are indigenous plants growing  unwanted amongst 
cultivated plants, thus competing for soil nutrients. Singing Nettle is a weed whose long 
roots reach down to the bottom layers of  soil and bring up nutrients to the top layers. It’s 
leaves, make a medicinal tea or can be rubbed directly onto achy arthritic joints.  
It’s said that tomatoes grown in it's presence, have a prolonged shelf  life and taste better. 

7. Hard up on space? Go vertical. Living walls are attractive in and outdoors. There are so 
many different ways to achieve a vertical garden. From a few planters placed up on shelves 
to a plant frame fastened on a wall. Seek inspiration from natures examples, such as 
common ivy creeping up the side of  a house or plants growing out of  a rock face. 

8. If  you live in a cold climate where temperatures drop to below freezing, overwintering 
your plants, is a good option to keep them alive over the winter months. Bring them 
indoors a week before the first frosts in late fall, and take them back out a week or two after 
the last frosts in early spring. 

9. Make your own pesticide, it's much better for you and the environment. Mix 1 
tablespoon bleach free dish soap with 1 tablespoon olive oil into a quart of  warm water. 
Swish it around add to a spray bottle and spray onto your plants and under leaves. Always 
patch test on plants first and this works for indoor and outdoor plants. 

10. If  you live in an apartment that does not have room for a compost bin, tea leaves and 
coffee grounds are a great way to compost all year long. Throw on top of  soil, 2 inches from 
base of  plants and mix in soil with a spade, then water into soil well.
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