
1. Succulents require a coarse well draining soil.  You can use a commercial cactus or succulent soil, or make

your own mix. Refer to tip no.9.

2. Water your succulents once a week to once a month. Research your plants watering needs before or after

purchase. All succulents are slightly different with some going into dormancy over the winter months,

meaning they may not need water. Observe when your plants are in growing mode and when they are not. 

3. Repot your new succulents as soon as  you buy them. Then do so every 1 to 2 years after that. Use a new pot

2 sizes or 2 inches bigger than the current pot. They need room to groove. 

4. Always use pots with drainage holes to avoid soggy soil. Pebbles on a tray are a good option to elevate the

bottom of a pot and roots from standing water, aids in avoiding root rot. They do not like wet feet. 

5. Use glazed or unglazed terra cotta pots rather than plastic pots. Terra cotta allows for aeration and

drainage and the pots thicker walls are better suited to temperature hikes.

6. Place plants in indirect sunlight, not all like blazing sun. Position near a window that doesn't get long,

durations of sunbeams of light spotlighted through the window. If your windows get very low light, use grow

lights for 8 - 10 hours a day, shine these a foot away from your plants. They like light. 

7. Succulents need nutrients, add a few drops of plant food each time you water, once a fortnight to once a

month. They‘re great at retaining water not so good at retaining nutrients.       

8. FUN FACT! Nearly all cacti are succulents but not all succulents are cacti. This is because cacti are a

family of plants that botanists categorize as succulents. Cacti have areoles which are a kind of shortened

branch that give rise to spines - modified leaves and flowers. Cacti only store water in their stems due to the

loss of true leaves. Spines do provide shade and protection. I know you have to think about this one! 

9. To make your own succulent mix use 1/3 part potting mix, 1/3 part corse perlite, 2/3 poultry parts gravel or

sand. Avoid using potting soil with vermiculite or peat moss as they retain moisture. It’s easy to make and

works well if you have large potted succulents or a project of REPOTTING many smaller potted succulents.  
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